TCM Picks For September, ‘11
 
                          By Johnny Gunn
 
 
        Oh, how much easier it would be for me if I knew you all had a subscription to “Now Playing”, the Turner Classics Movie guide to their presentations for the current month. I could just say, “See page 4 and read ’50 Years of Merchant/Ivory’. And ‘Robert Osborne on Kirk Douglas’, page 3. And how about that new-guy-literary-host-entertainer Ben Mankiewicz’s ‘Ben’s Pick’ on page 7.  They’d give you 10-12 titles I couldn’t argue with. You’d only have to read one paragraph by me and you’d have total motion picture entertainment for your next TV month.
            Great! Now you ask? How do you get it? I’m not hustling for anybody, but you can make a $12.95 investment you’ll never regret by sending a check to, Now Playing, P.O. Box420933, Palm Coast, FL 32142-0933, for 12 issues, or, for faster service, try  tcm.com/subscribe  Don’t tell ‘em I sent you.  What you’ll get is a complete listing of about 450 movies on TCM in a month, which includes Picture Name, who’s in it, when it’s on and what it’s about, plus other good articles & stuff. 
 
            But, about Ismail Merchant and James Ivory; this producer and director got together 60 years ago and made lots of A-one movie history, most of it in India. On Thursday, the 1ST day of September, I call your attention to their very first effort, an exact 100 minutes of, “The Householder”, at 5 PM, directed by Ivory (as will be many this month), followed by the 14-minute “The Creation of Woman”, in which Adam, after asking God for a wife, wonders if he made a mistake,
          You can stay with Merchant/Ivory, if you like, past midnight.
 
    If you’re not a jazz fan, skip to next item. If you are, there’s not much better than “Dave Brubeck: In His Own Sweet Way”, at 10:30 AM, Saturday, Sept. 3RD. It’s his life and music, condensed and produced by Clint Eastwood.
 
    Once in a rare while this way comes a title that simply drips intrigue. Imagine that you are very tall in a world of people, generally, between 5 and 6 feet. Beverly Winters, portrayed by Allison Hayes, is just such a vengeful beauty in “Attack Of The 50 Foot Woman”, at 1:45 PM, Tuesday, the 6TH. If you’re male and have a thing for tall chicks, this may be your undoing.
    Same day, Kirk Douglas takes over from 5 PM until 8:30 AM, 15½ hours later, with most of the titles he made early in his career, including his first, with Barbara Stanwyck, in 1946, “The Strange Love Of Martha Ivers”, and, a fine Film Noir, “Out Of The Past” with Robert Mitchum and Jane Greer at 7. Then, Lizabeth (she can soak her sox in my tea any day) Scott, Burt Lancaster and Douglas in “I Walk Alone”, followed by “A Letter To Three Wives at 10:30, with Linda Darnell and Eugene O’Neill’s “Mourning Becomes Electra” with Roz Russell and Michael Redgrave. Some DAY, Midnight:30!
 
    Time for a Ginger Rogers and Fred Astaire! It’s “Follow The Fleet”, 5 PM, Wednesday, the 7TH of September, with a 1936 Lucille Ball, Betty Grable, Randolph Scott, Harriet Hilliard Nelson & Tony Martin, all of whom would be a little under or over 100 years of age today. It’s FEELGOOD!
 
    It’s the 8TH. Each Thursday brings a new batch of Merchant/ Ivory. James Ivory directs everything from 5 PM’s “The Europeans”, with Lee Remick, to “Savages”, with Sam Waterston and Kathleen Widdoes at 1 AM. “The Europeans” is a novel by Henry James. So is “The Bostonians” which follows it at 6:45, with Vanessa Redgrave (Oscar and Globe Nominations in ’84) and Christopher Reeve. Then, “Roseland”, Christopher Walken,  Theresa Wright & Lilia Skala who received a Golden Globe Nomination --- and “Quartet” with Maggie Smith at 11 PM. 
       All of the previously mentioned Merchant/Ivory productions are Premiering on TCM, never before having been shown.
 
       Our Doris Day in September is about songwriter Gus Kahn who’s played by Danny Thomas. It’s on at at 5 PM, Friday, the 9TH. Kahn wrote the title tune, “I’ll See You In My Dreams” (my sign-off song in Anchorage, Alaska on my first radio station job in 1947 when I turned the transmitter off for the night….sweet, huh?). Frank Lovejoy is in it and it’s a lot of entertainment if you like evergreens.
 
       A fine trio of English “names” head up “The Loneliness Of The Long-Distance Runner”, at 5 PM, Saturday, the 10TH. Michael Redgrave, Tom Courtney and Director-Producer Tony Richardson. Doesn’t sound all that thrilling, does it. But it is. Sir Tom’s Knighthood came about in 2002, some 40 years after this effort. As Dr. Watson might say….”Eh? Yes….what? Hmmph!”
 
        I’m sure I’ve mentioned before that I believe Marilyn Monroe to have been a much better actress than she was given credit for. Or, maybe she was and she just didn’t hear it. Or, maybe she heard it and just didn’t believe it’ Or…..oh, I don’t know. It’s all so sad. 
        They’ve put her in the spotlight on Monday, the 12TH.
Starting at 5 PM, with “Don’t Bother To Knock”. Richard Widmark and Ann Bancroft get 2nd & 3rd billing.     
        At 6:30, she stars with Joseph Cotton in “Niagra”.
        At 8:30, “The Prince and The Showgirl” with Lawrence Olivier. He directs. 
        She couldn’t help it that she looked like that.
 
        Our Doris Day for Sep….hmmm, our OTHER Doris Day is  “Young Man With A Horn” on Tuesday, the 13TH at 5 PM. Miss Day and Miss Bacall and Mr. Kirk Douglas…. on cornet (sort of a trumpet); story based on the life of Bix Beiderbeck. It’s another good, sad story. But real sweet trumpet… It was really a cornet.
 
Another TCM Premiere. “The Hoodlum” First time on Turner Classics. Lawrence Tierney had a strange career. It was pretty constant, from the “forties” thru the late nineties; and, what is known as checkered. He was best known as “Dillinger” (1945), made a couple of good, related, film-noir copies, did a respectable job all through his 50+year Hollywood residency so “hoodlum” may be good, had a reputation as a barroom brawler and a police-record to back it up and shortly before he died in 2002, said, “Booze? Yeah, it cost me about seven careers”. See “Hoodlum” at 10:15 PM on Wednesday, the 14TH. (I don’t pick everything for everybody---sometimes just for Liz, Bert, Joey, Popeye, Roger, David, Rollie, Rex & Me). (Now everybody knows who my hoodlum friends are,,,actually. Liz is more of a “moll”)
 
Thursday, the 15TH, is a Merchant/Ivory day. At 5 PM we have one of the best of this Best List, “Remains Of The Day”, with Anthony Hopkins and Emma Thompson. Followed at 7:30 by another of their very best, “Howard’s End”, with Emma Thompson and Anthony Hopkins. Followed at 10 PM by “A Room With A View”, with Maggie Smith and Helena Bonham Carter. That’s three great motion pictures to totally absorb you in 7 hours. What a very good excuse to order in. Deli? KFC?  Or just a ½-Gallon of  Breyer’s Maple-Pecan. If you can’t sleep, stay up for Ivory’s direction of “Maurice” with Hugh Grant at 12. If you can only watch ONE of my Picks this month, watch these four.
 
OhMyGosh! Four More! It’s England’s “Carry On” series. Again, starting at 5 PM, the 16TH  and going to 11 PM. “Carry On Sargeant”,  “Carry On Nurse”, “Teacher” and “Constable”, all TCM Premiere’s. All made in the late fifties & early sixties when the American censors were still censoring and the British weren’t.
 
“Citizen Kane” is on Sunday, the 18TH. Orson Welles with Joseph Cotton, Agnes Moorehead and all the fine people who came west with him from his Mercury Theatre in New York. At 5 PM.
 
A night of dance, Monday, the 19TH; the fantasies, joys and heartbreak that sometimes accompanies it.“(The Mysterious House Of) Dr. Coppelius” at 5 PM, with Walter Slezak as the good Dr. and Claudia Corday as “Swanhilda” and “Coppelia”. 
“The Red Shoes”with Moira Shearer at 6:45. then, at 9:15,  Gene Kelly’s “Invitation To The Dance” with Tommy Rall and Tamara Toumanova and many, many others.
Margaret O’Brien and Cyd Charise at 11 PM in “The Unfinished Dance” and “Ballerina” at 12:45 AM.
 
Right out of “Now Playing”: “Between Two Worlds”: ‘Passengers on a luxury liner realize they are on route to the afterlife: John Garfield, Edmund Gwenn, Eleanor Parker’. If you want to know where they end up, watch on Thursday, September 22ND at 5 AM. Or……record.
 
On Sunday, the 25TH, “Back Street”, with Susan Hayward. I haven’t seen this for years. I used to be pretty straight-laced. Not a prude, but very high-minded. It was OK. I didn’t do any damage, but, surprisingly, I found myself fully in favor of Susan’s extra-curricular, “back-street” affair with John Gavin. I haven’t seen it since. I don’t remember much about it other than that I thought it was a very good motion picture and that I felt good when it was over. It was 1961, 50 years ago. Times change, don’t they. I’m going to be curious to see it again. It’s on at 6:45 PM. Before it, at 5 PM, Charles Boyer and Margaret Sullivan have the same back-street dalliance in 1941. 
 
The 27TH of September brings another Kirk Douglas Tuesday. He starts at 5 PM with “Spartacus”. With Lawrence Olivier, Woody Strode, Peter Ustinov, Stanley Kubrick, Charles Laughton and Dalton Trumbo contributing it won 4 Oscars and numerous other awards and nominations. But, it’s what follows, 3 & 1/2 hours later, at 8:30 PM that Mr. Douglas considers his best accomplishment; “Lonely Are The Brave”. He’s a cowboy, not back then…NOW! He defies some laws in order to live a free man. It’s worth ones while.
Ben Mankiewicz’s pick is on the 27th, one that I’ve touted many times, “Seven Days in May”, for which Rod Serling won a Best from The Writers Guild of America, a group who knows their writing. The Academy must have slept through it. He should have won some kind of statue for Best Writing of The Century. It’s Magnificent. Watch the duel between Fredric March and Burt Lancaster. Watch Ava Gardner, Kirk Douglas, Edmund O’Brien, John Houseman do every sentence they utter. Every Word. It’s right after “Lonely Are The Brave”, at 10:30.  
 
The 29TH, Merchant/Ivory. They both direct, seven features, made in England and India, starting at 5 PM. You’ve probably never heard of any of them, including “Jane Austen In Manhatten”. They’re all TCM Premieres. ‘Jane’ is on at 10:45 pm. You can find the others by tuning in any time between 5PM and 12:45 AM.
 
 
                              THE END 
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