 TCM PICKS for OCT ‘11
 

                       By Johnny Gunn
 

 

Yes, THAT Buster Keaton! Star Of The Month in October.
Each Sunday, the 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th, starting at 5 PM and in most cases running all the PM and All Night, you’ll see 51 features and shorts, most in the silent years but many into the 30’s and 40’s, through the 50’s until his last picture in 1966. And He Did It ALL. Whatever you saw, he did it, there were no SFX, Special Effects. Those close calls were real. Those near misses were NEAR! Whatever time you tune in after five o’clock Sundays in October will be worth it. You’ll have no regrets.
 

          Saturday, the 1st of the month, brings “The Little Minister” with Katherine Hepburn who was a star from the start. This was one of her first five pictures during which she starred opposite John Barrymore in her first, won an Oscar, was nominated for her second and generally delighted audiences in anything she did. If you laughed at her funny voice in the beginning of a picture you were in love with her by the end. See what I mean by recording this one at 3 AM.
 

          Serial Killer at 6:30 AM. :”The Spiral Staircase”, with Ethel Barrymore, Dorothy McGuire and George Brent, every one superb.  
       “Doctor Zhivago” at 12:30 PM. Remember, it’s Saturday. 
       Followed by “Ball Of Fire” with Barbara Stanwyck and Gary Cooper at 5 PM. They’re both so damn cute.    
 

          The best thing Greta Garbo ever did is the best thing Melvyn Douglas ever did. It’s “Ninotchka” and it’s on at OUCH! 4:30 AM., on Sunday, the 2nd.
Also that day, at 4 PM, a one hour “thing” that Mel Brooks made with Kenneth Brannagh and Norman Lloyd…Huh? It’s not a suspense film but it’s about suspense films. It’s called “A Night At The Movies”. Wait, did I say Brooks and Branauh? And suspense?……………verrry innnterresting…..
    It’s followed by a great by Buster Keaton. He directs. He Stars. It’s at 5 PM and you might want to stay with him for everything that follows. It’s Keaton all night. Some are 20 minutes long and some are 80 and everything in between. But first, at five, “The General”.
 

          Monday nights, in October, starting on 10/3 at 5 PM (5 Mondays in Oct), “Classic Horror” beginning with an hour called, “A Night at The Movies with Stephen King”. Then, at 6 PM, the 1931 classic, “Frankenstein”
With Colin Clive and Boris Karloff. The Fredric March “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde at 9:30 PM and the unbelievable “Nosferatu” at 1:45 AM with Max Schreck. If you have never seen you must stay up (or record).
 

            On Friday, the 7th of October at  7:15 in the morning there’s a movie with a fabulous cast about Jerome Kern. How can they do a movie with all that man’s music and not have a 10 hour picture? He collaborated with Oscar Hammerstein, Johnny Mercer, Ira Gershwin, P.G. Wodehouse,  Dorothy Parker, Noel Coward, Dorothy Fields and more. Robert Walker  plays a young Kern, with Van Heflin and Judy Garland, Van Johnson, June Allyson, Frank Sinatra, Lena Horne, Dinah Shore, Cyd Charise, Gower Champion, Katherine Grayson, Angela Lansbury and more. I guarantee you will cry. I guarantee you will re-mem-ber. I guarantee you will qvellllll…oy, vil you qvell! See “Till The Clouds Roll By, Friday, the 7th at 7:15 AM.
 

          Fun Picture! “Murder On The Blackboard”  with Edna Mae Oliver. Saturday, the 8th, 5 AM. She is such a joy to watch.  Have some fun. Get up early. Or, set your recorder. She’s worth it. 
          And, much later, 45 minutes after midnight, “The Rise and Fall of Catherine The Great”, the woman who ruled Russia for more than 40 years and brought them closer to Democracy than they’ve ever been with  Women’s Rights, National Education, Religious Freedom, Hundreds of Government Funded Hospitals…but they can’t get 40 years in a 95 minute movie. Douglas Fairbanks Jr. and Elizabeth Bergner in a British Production. 
 

          The Big heat. Film Noir (watch for “Dimitrious” on Oct 20), 10:15 AM on Oct. 9, Glenn Ford is the good guy, Lee Marvin, the bad guy and Gloria Grahame, the good/bad girl. Fritz Lang directs. 
          Same Day, it’s Buster Keaton Month, starting at 5 PM, “Sherlock Jr.” with Buster directing, Keaton features and shorts alternate til after midnight, from silents in 1918 to “co-starers” with Chaplin & Clair Bloom and Ava Gardner in the 40’s and 50’s.
 

            Do you like what Robert Ryan does? He’s on all day Tuesday from 4:30 AM with 10 pix including “Beware” My Lovely” at 7 AM, “The Racket” at 8:45AM, “Bad Day At Black Rock” at 2:30 PM and “On Dange3rous Ground” at 11 PM. Co-stars include Ida Lupino, Lizabeth Scott and Ann Francis.
 

When I was 11 my favorite actor was the guy who played Mr. Moto. He was a Japanese3 detective who beat up the bad guys with Ju Jitsu. Boy, could he “flip” those evil traitors and mean villains. There where seven “Mr Moto” pictures in 1937-38-39 and I saw every one on Saturday afternoons for a nickel at the Norka Theater (guess what city? Hint; spell Norka backwards) YOU can see “Mr. Moto’s Last Warning” at 7:30 AM, Oct. 12.
     Same day, at 5 PM, one of the best suspense-thrillers ever made, “The Manchurian Candidate” with Laurence Harvey, Frank Sinatra and Angela Lansbury.
     Same day, at 9:P15 PM, “The Glass Key”. Alan Ladd & Veronica Lake.
 

          When they made this one I was about the same age as Huckleberry Finn. There have been lots of Huckleberry Finns, but in 1939 Mickey Rooney was that age too. And this “Huckleberry Finn” was the best one ever. It has the best “Jim”. It has the best “Aunt Polly” . Thursday, 7 PM.
This one is real Mak Twain.
 

Sunday, the 16TH. Buster Keaton from 5 PM on. Features and shorts, all silent, until “Free And Easy”, at 10:45, starring Buster, not directed by him. See what he does with sound. This is Ben Mankiewisz’s Pick of The Month. He’ll tell you why. See what a doll Anita Page is.
 

On Thursday, the 20TH, my If You Only See One Of My Picks This Month, See This One. “The Mask Of Dimitious”, the first picture Zachary Scott Made for Warner Brothers. With the immaculate Sydney Greenstreet (nobody chortles like Sydney), and the intrigueing Peter Lorre, who only says half of what he’s thinking (they don’t tell you what to think but you can see Mr. Lorre  thinking.) They are both delightful and they both steal the picture from each other. Sounds funny, doesn’t it? It’s evil. You never know what twist it will take next. It’s on at 5 PM.
Same day, at 11:30 PM, “Flamingo Road”, with Scott and Joan Crawford AND SYDNEY GREENSTREET.  A powerful Movie. If  “The Mask Of Dimitious” wasn’t up there, this would me “If you only see one of my,,,,,…oh, well.
 

“Camelot” is on Saturday, the 22ND  at 1:45 PM. What a wonderful way to waste a whole Saturday afternoon. 
Ohmygosh, look what’s next --- An “American in Paris”. 5 PM.
Forcryin’outloud, then, “Illegal”. At 7 PM. I’ve never seen it, but Edward G. Robinson can’t make a bad picture! And, with Nini Foch, “the most liked actress who never became a STAR (she did win an Oscar for “Executive Suite”). 
Crymaneedutch, “Executive Suite” is on at 11:15 PM. And it’s sandwiched in between “Cry Of The Werewolf” at 10 PM and “I Love A Mystery” (remember Jack, Doc and Reggie on the Radio) at 1:15 AM. And both of them star NINA FOCH. Zowee!
 

A TCM PREMIER. That means it was just aquired by TCM. Never been on before. More than likely, very recently restored. “The Razor’s Edge” with Ann Baxter and Tyrone Power. And Gene Tierney and Clifton Webb. Herbert Marshall is Sommerset Maugham. He wrote it. There are moments that will stay with you for a long time. They did me. I saw it last in 1946. The Academy remembered it. Ann Baxter got an Oscar. It was nominated for a few more. Anne and Clifton Webb received Golden Globes.
 

On Thursday, the 27th, Sophia Loren is a remarkable “Dulcinea” in “Man Of La Mancha”. Peter O’Toole  fights Windmills and sings “Impossible Dream” which gets my vote for most remarkable song lyrics EVER”.  It’s at 1 AM for 2 hours.
 

On the 28th, “10 Rillington Place”, with Richard Attenborough and Judy Geeson and John Hurt. A true story about Capital Punishment gone wrong, if you can handle it.  Attenborough wishes he’d never accepted the part. You may wish you hadn’t watched it. Or, you may be glad you did. Of course, the only way to know is to watch it. Here’s an idea. Record it. Then, you can turn it off when it gets to be too much for you. And you can turn it back on later when your curiosity gets the best of you.  Or, not.  It’s at 1 AM  
 

                               
                 The End
