TCM PICKS for MAY, 2011
                         

                                                                           By  Johnny Gunn
 

 

  It’s Esther Williams Month on TCM. That means that on each Thursday, starting at 5 PM, we will see Esther William’s Titles through the evenings ‘til sometime past Midnight. She made 21 Films for MGM, under contract between 1942 and 1956. In her first and last she did NOT wear a bathing suit. We pick ‘em both (see below). She also starred in 16 others, each big money, all wet and splashy, every one Technicolor, with all the Busby Berkeley Syncro- Swimming and Water Ballet you ever yearned for and opposites like Victor Mature, Ricardo Montalban, Fernando Llamas, Frank Sinatra,Van Johnson & Howard Keel. 
   When you read this she’ll still be 89 and working hard. The last I heard, from a close, mutual friend, she’s spending lots of time commuting to Las Vegas where plans are afoot for a massive rebuild of one of that city’s Big Rooms to accommodate an Esther Wil-----well,….let me just say, There Have Been ‘Splashie’, Girlie Shows Galore before in that city, but not SPLASHY like this one. 
 

          But, back now, to the afternoon of July 23RD, 1934. David (my 3-year old brother) and I were goofing around in our front yard in Akron when the Beacon-Journal kid came down Melrose Street yelling, “Extra. Extra, John Dillinger Shot In Chicago!” Wow! John Dillinger! Everybody knew who he was. His bank-robber gang was wanted for 11 murders of police and civilians and he was FBI Public Enemy Number One. Lawrence Tierney does a good job of portraying the gunman in “Dillinger”, made 10 years later & on TCM May 1ST, at 7 AM. You’ll be home from 5 o’clock Mass by then. If not, better record. They take some liberties with history, but it’s between 88 & 93% factual (the ending is real close).
 

          Edward G. Robinson was one of those Dese, Dem & Dose guys & made a lot of movies about and during the 20’s, 30’s, 40’s and 50’s (a great one coming up on the 11TH). “The Man With Two Faces”. On Tuesday, the 3RD, at 10:30 AM, a good one with a good cast, including Mary Astor and Louis Calhern. WHO has two faces? Heh, heh, heh, This much I’ll tell you; Eddie Robinson has two names; he’s “Damon Welles” and “Jules Chautard”. Heh, heh, heh.
 

I’m not entirely sure I know why I’m picking this one. “Stepping Out”, for 9 PM, Wednesday, the 4TH. It does have a certain let’s rent a barrn and put on a show flavor, but it’s not Mickey and Judy, it’s Liza Minnelli, who, 99% of the time, as far as I’m concerned can do no wrong. It’s from 1991, a time when she had ‘arrived’, sang well, danced real good, sparkled & all that. And it’s about tap-dancing. How long has it been since you saw anything about tap-dancing? Liza, Liza,….and the clouds’ll roll away…..
 

Almost 80 years ago they made a winner with William Powell, Jean Harlowe, Spencer Tracy and Myrna Loy called “Libeled Lady” . 40 years later, they remade it with 3 other people and 40 years after that they remade it with Van Johnson in the Powell part, Lucille Ball as Jean Harlowe and Esther Williams as Myrna Loy. That’s fair casting. Sounds interesting. It’s Esther Williams Thursday; let’s give it a shot. This time it’s called “Easy To Wed”. Guaranteed or your money back. 9 PM, Friday, the 9TH. 
 

       In April we enjoyed the first four, thrilling, cliff-hanger endings and re-beginnings of “Buck Rogers vs. Killer Kane”. Starting at 8 AM on Saturday, the 7TH of May. Kane uses a mind-zapping ray on Buck and Prince Tallen. It’s “The Phantom Plane”. Then, at 8:30, “The Unknown Command”.
Next Saturday, Chapters 7 and 8, about 20 minutes each.
    Today, too, Errol Flynn, Soldier of Fortune takes on the corrupt boss of “Dodge City” at 12:15 PM. Ann Sheridan and Olivia de Haviland vie for Mr. Flynn’s attentions.
 

    Sunday, the 8TH, is Mother’s Day. Some dy-no-mite mothers all day: Debbie Reynolds, Mildred Pierce, Roz Russell, Irene Dunne, Stella Dallas, Kiyoko Kagawa and Madame X. No matter when you turn on this Sunday you’ll find some of the Great Mothers of The Silver Screen.
 

    Some Great Guys.
    Robert Young is “H.M. Pulham, Esquire” at 6:15 AM, Monday, May 9TH.
    Same day, 10:30 AM, Robert Alda is the best Cole Porter ever portrayed on screen. The Music Is Superb. “Rhapsody In Blue”.
    Tuesday, the 10TH, James Cagney at 9:30 AM in “Roaring Twenties.
    Edward G. Robinson, as promised in paragraph 3; A Premiere on TCM (never before) & it’s in our favorite genre, Film Noir. “Scarlet Street, produced and directed by one of the best purveyors of suspence, Fritz Lang, who gave us “The Big heat”, “Woman In The Window”, Walter Pidgeon’s “Manhunt”, Peter Lorre’s “M”and the 5 “Dr. Mabuse”films. “Scarlet Street” at 5 PM, Wednesday, the 11TH. with Dan Duryea, Joan Bennett and “Eddie” G. (I call him Mister Robinson).
 

    Dick Cavett, without a doubt, the champion Interviewer of All Time, talks with Katherine Hepburn, on the 12TH,  between 3;30 and 5 PM, genius to genius.
        My favorite Dick Cavett story; There is a famous Rembrandt painting of, and named, “Aristotle Contemplating The Bust of Homer”. One night Cavett held up the New York Times and said, “Have you seen today’s front page?” There was a picture of the Greek multi-millionaire. A. Onnassis with his new wife, the widow of the late JFK, standing in front of the, for-sale, Buster Keaton house; they were shopping Beverly Hills Real Estate. Cavett mused, “Hmmm, Aristotle contemplating the home of Buster.” He was quick.
 

        Friday night, the 13TH, we have “Cat Ballou. Saturday afternoon, the 14TH, “Monte Walsh”. Both Lee Marvin  “cowboy movies”. “Cat”, with Jane Fonda, at 9 PM, “Walsh”, with Jack Palance, at 3 PM. Try for both. They’re treasures. Marvin won The Best Male Performance Academy Award for “Cat Ballou” this year and joined a select group of men who won doing comedy; a group of Four….Ever! Jimmy Stewart (“Philadelphia Story”), Clark Gable (”It Happened One Night”) and Rex Harrison (My Fair Lady”).  If you had to pick a “funniest”, my money’d be on Marvin. The picture picked up 10 other Wins and 12 Nominations from Golden Globes, Writers Guild, Directors Guild and others around the world.
 

        The extended and recut “The Big Sleep”, now almost 2 hours, 11:45 AM, Thursday, the 19TH  could be the absolute best Film Noir of all time. It’s dark. It’s murky; you have to pay attention or get lost in the plot twists. Humphrey Bogart is Philip Marlowe. The book by Raymond Chandler, the screenplay by William Falkner. Pretty good names, so far? How about these, supporting cast pros, at their best; Robert Ridgely, Regis Toomey, Elisha Cooke, Bob Steele and Dorothy Malone, one of the sexiest bookstore clerks you’ll ever meet, after she takes her glasses off and lets her hair down - - - has anybody ever done THAT before? Lauren Bacall’s added scenes (you can tell which ones they are, Liz, by the plethora of double entendres) are the reason for this longer version. She’d just exploded into stardom with the Bogie/Betty electricity in “To Have And Have Not”. If you’ve already seen it 11 times, see it 12, and see something you’ve never noticed before, a line, a look, a little bit of film history.
      Go out of your way to record or be here, in prtson, at 11:45 AM.
 

      Esther Williams will be 90 on her next birthday. Not long ago she was banned from The Los Angeles Country Club for wearing slacks. LUV ‘ER. She’s still working. A mutual friend told me recently that she’s BEEN IN Vegas participating in a massive rebuild to stage a Water Show…???…it could be “La Reve” at The Wynn or “O”, the Cirque de Soliel Show at Bellagio. ??? Be that as it may, she’s on TCM in her last Water Show for MGM, “Jupiter’s Darling” with Howard Keel and Marge & Gower Champion, her last in a bathing suit. 23 bathing suits? Thursday night, the 19TH, at Midnight:30. Four others before it, “Million Dollar Mermaid” at 5 PM and “Dangerous When Wet” at 9, then two more at 7 PM and 10:45. (NEXT WEEK: No Aquatic Chorines, just 5 dramas, starring Esther Williams.
 

        A few good, interesting, entertaining, foreign films. This Tuesday, the 24TH, from 5 PM until 3 AM, Wednesday, TCM is playing the ponies. Starting at 5 with “The Black Stallion”, with Mickey Rooney and Terri Garr and a boy and a horse. Excellent. Then, at 7:15, “The Black Stallion Returns. 
        An English contribution. A John Mills starrer, “Run Wild, Run Free”, another young man, another horse, at 9:15 PM. One of those pictures where you can tell what the horse is thinking every time they zoom in on it’s eyes. Then , at 11 PM, “White Mane”. Can you just tell by the title that you’re going to love this horse which will have a white mane and you will know what the horse is thinking (it won’t have to talk) every time they do an extreme closeup on those big, wild, brown eyes.
        Did you like “Lassie Come Home? You’ll love “Gypsy Colt” at 2 AM.
 

        Here we are. Thursday already, May 26TH, 5 PM. Esther Williams Acts. She ain’t bad, With George Nader (Why don’t we remember him better; only 20 TV Titles, but 48 Movies, including a long-term contract at MGM?) and John Saxon in “The Unguarded Moment”. 
        “Andy Hardy’s Double Life” (about the 12TH of 16 ‘Andy Hardys”, with Mickey Rooney and Esther Williams (I don’t even think she’s #1 love interest, or even the other woman because she’s about 7TH billing). 7 PM.
        “A Guy Named Joe”, With Van Johnson, Spencer Tracy and Irene Dunne, maybe #5 love interest. 8:45 PM.
This is a helluva good movie, nonetheless. Directed by Victor Fleming. MGM put some bucks in this one
        Same for “The Hoodlum Saint”, at 11PM. She’s co-star w/William Powell. Angela Lansbury, too.
        In “Callaway Went Thataway” Esther gets 87TH billing. Everybody is listed alphabetically, so when your name is Williams, stuff happens. Clark Gable gets 31stth and Liz Taylor. 68th. This one might be worth seeing. A real curiosity, starring Fred MacMurray. ReCORD. It’s on at 1 AM.
 

            Did somebody say Clark Gable? Did somebody say “Run Wild, Run Free”? It’s Friday, the 27th, it’s 5 PM, and Clark Gable, with Burt Lancaster, is in “Run Silent, Run Deep”, and I, sincerely recommend it. A battle of personalities, a big dose of World War Two and everything happens in a submarine. Robert Wise directs this Hecht-Hill-LANCASTER production.                       
            
 

        It’s Memorial Day Weekend War Movie Marathon from here on, from 5 PM Friday until….on Friday, the 28TH there are 4 Big WW2 pictures, starting at 1PM. Robert Walker ‘s in two of them, “What Next Corporal Hargrove” at 1 PM and “ Ensign Pulver” at 3. “ Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo” at 5 PM with Spencer Teracy and Van Johnson,; then, “Men Of The Fighting Lady”, actually 10 years later, in Korean waters, Johnson, Walter Pidgeon and Louis Calhern aboard a U>S> aircraft carrier in the thick of it. Lots of tough stuff and tender humanity. At 7:30 PM.
 

        On Sunday, the 29TH, Burgess Merideth is Ernie Pyle, a man who lived, who really was, a newspaper columnist turned war correspondent who joined an Army platoon to tell it LIKE IT IS!  in the European Theatre of Operations. “The Story of G.I. Joe”, starring Robert Mitchum.. Non-Fiction. Google,   Ernie Pyle, Wikipedia   to read some good stuff, preferably, before you see the movie.
 

Continueing the weekend into Monday, “A Bridge Too Far” is one of the best Battle/Memorial Day movies ever made, with Robert Redford, Lawrence Olivier and Sean Cannery. It’s on Monday, May 31ST , at 2 PM.
          Others in this most unusual movie are, Michael Caine, Gene Hackman, Edward Fox, Anthony Hopkins, James Caan, Hardy  Krugar, Dirk Bogard, Ryan O’Neal, Maximillian Schell, Liv Ullman, Denholm Elliot, John Ratzenburger, Arthur Hill and as themselves, 
Richard Attenborough (who also Directed), Omar Bradley, Dwight Eisehnhower, AdolphHitler, Charles DeGaulle, Winston Churchill, Alfred Jodel, Bernard Montgomery, George Patton, Edwin Rommel and Franklin Delano Roosevelt. It was made in 1977, 32 years after the war ended. 
                       
                                                     The End
   
 Suggestions, additions or corrections?  eMail,  johnny-gunn@att.net     (don’t forget the hyphen)
