
                                                                                         

               TCM PICKS/MAR, 2011
                           By Johnny Gunn  

 
March belongs to a “Lady” (she wasn’t always) who,,,Robert Osborne says it best, “despite the tough exterior, seemed, at heart, a kind, sensible, immensely likeable human being”. Mr. O. thinks you will enjoy spending part of a day in March with Hollywood’s first platinum blond bombshell, Jean Harlow, every Tuesday from 5 PM to “around midnight”.  She was a star at 18, a sensation at 21, legendary at 23 and three years later, at 26, dead.

The first Tuesday in March accommodates the overflow of 28-day Feb’s “31 Days of Oscar”.  Funny how that worked out; Miss Harlow just didn’t have the time to make enough movies to fill any more days. (For some very good and very surprising reading, go to Google Search and type in  Jean Harlow, imdb  . Click on  Bio, Trivia and Quotes). Nobody Who Knew Her Didn’t Love Her.

 On March 3RD we’re on the last of Oscar’s ‘31 Days’. Mickey Rooney’s “The Strip” received an Academy Award Nomination. Sally Forrest and William Demarest are co-stars. Mickey plays some pretty fine drums….oh, the oscar nod? It was for Best Song, “A Kiss To Build A Dream On”. If you’re over 39 you may remember, “Give Me a Kiss To Build A Dream On, and my imagination will make that dream come true. Sweetheart, I ask no more than this, a kiss to build a dream on”. It’s at 1:30 PM on Thursday, the 3RD. It ain’t a bad little movie.

      On Friday, March 4TH, at 3 PM, one of Film Noir’s best ever. John Garfield and Lana Turner in “The Postman Always Rings Twice.Leon Ames is the “cop”. Nobody in this beautifully performed, perfectly directed, well cast picture got an award, not an Oscar, not a Golden Globe or a Writer’s (James M. Cain’s novel) or a Bafta.I think Leon Ames should have gotten a Best Supporting mention somewhere. Mr. Ames had a Ford Agency in Van Nuys in the 50’s and 60’s. That alone should count for something. But seriously, if you’ve seen this eleven times already you know you’re going to enjoy it more than ever this time.
        Without a doubt you have seen a “Dr. Jekyll And Mr. Hyde”. Either with Spencer Tracy or Fredric March as the two above-mentioned. There was another, made in Hollywood, with John Barrymore in the lead role, a silent, made in 1920. It’s well worth your time, if only for this reason; the other two used very talented makeup artists to make the change from nice-guy Jekyll to rotten Hyde, John Barrymore did it all without assistance or putty and paint. He managed quite a remarkable feat with only his genius to turn himself into a hideous monster. And back. And forth. And, on the fifth. Of March. Sunday. It’s on at 9 PM. Right after “The Adventure Of Sherlock Holmes’ Smarter Brother” at 7 PM
          Our Star Of The Month, Jean Harlow, begins her series of 20 Features (in which she was noticed/known; everything preceding, except “Public Enemy” with James Cagney, was a bit or walk-on) with “Red Headed Woman”(1932). From here, through 19 more pictures, until her death in 1937, she was the platinum blond bombshell. See the red-headed Jean Harlow (well, charcoal-headed, it’s B&W), Tuesday, the 8TH, at 5 PM. She’s in four more this day, following, in order, “Three Wise Girls”, “Riffraff”., “Suzy”, and, of all things, “City Lights” with Charlie Chaplin, in which she gets 26th billing as an extra as “Girl in Restaurant”. Hey, you gotta start somewhere.

          If you’ve never seen this TCM feature, it’s worth a look. It’s an on-screen Pre-Vue of Coming Attractions, Tuesday, the 8th, at 2:30 AM (record(say record). It’s named after TCM’s Viewers Guide, which you can subscribe to by calling 1-800-826-1002.

          Take a sneak look 3 paragraphs down for the tip on APRIL’s “Now Playing” pre-vue.

           History’s consummate “Gentleman”, Walter Pidgeon talks about Greta Garbo for just 20 minutes at 2 AM, Saturday, the 12TH at 2:30 AM…..and, he concentrates on her later career with one of my Top Five Favorite Directors, George Cukor .  The Star and director did “Camille” together.

            Between 5 PM and Midnight on Sunday, the 13TH there will be four Joan of Arc Movies: The first with Ingrid Bergman in the Title role and Jose Ferrer, at 5 PM, made in 1948. Then at  7:30, “Saint Joan”, with Jean Seberg, Richard Todd and a very, very unusual Richard Widmark (‘Tommy Udo’ was only very unusual). 1957.
        Then, 2 more, one silent, from 1928 with music scored thirty and fifty years later, “The Passion Of Joan Of Arc”, a French production, at 9:30 PM.
        And, in 1962, the trial and execution was recreated in France from court records,  with “Le Proces De Jeanne D’Arc. 11 PM.    I sincerely recommend Bergman at 5. 

              It’s Tuesday again. Before Jean Harlow, take 30 minutes on the 15TH, at 4:30 PM and look at “Now Playing, April” to see what April, Robert Osbore and April’s star, Ray Milland will bring.

        At 5, Miss Harlow, James Cagney and Ed Woods in “The Public Enemy”. One of the early boffo pix. 6:30, “Bombshell”, with Frank Morgan and Lee Tracy. “Libeled Lady” with Myrna Loy and Spencer Tracy at 8:15. At 10 O’clock, “Reckless”; Jean is joined by Franchot Tone and William Powell, to whom she was engaged at the time of her death of Uremic poisoning, a kidney disease. At 11:45 PM, Robert Taylor and Reginald Owen with Harlowe in “Personal Property”.  You can’t see them all. “Lady” and the Cagney Movie would be my choices.

         On Sunday, the 20TH Robert Redford, Glenn Close and Kim Basinger appear in “The Natural”. Dumb statement follows, Ladies. You may fall in love with Robert Redford. Especially “late in the game” when somebody hits a homerun-set-to-music. If you’ve seen it, go ahead, See it again. If you haven’t, you will see it again. And again. And again. Etcetera, etcetera, et cet e ra . 2:30 PM.

          450 films on TCM this month. I only have room for about 20+ here.  Each one got to me somewhere along the line between….. oh, about 1930 and now. There were people I didn’t like at all in the 30’s,  W. C. Fields,  Edna Mae Oliver, Mae West and Freddy Bartholomew. Now, I think they’re all great.  The ones I loved in those days, Eddie Quillen, Chester Morris,  Chic Chandler and Harold Lloyd just don’t do it for me any more. Oh, well;
Jean Harlow was not a favorite then. I didn’t go for that love and comedy stuff. It just goes to show you, now, comedy is really funny and I’m just ga-ga about love.  And Jean Harlow! About a THIRD of her “A” movies were made with co-star Clark Gable.  Six pix, all on Tuesday, March 22ND.
      5;00 PM- “Wife VS. Secretary” with Gable & Myrna Loy. Good movie.
      6:45 PM- “Red Dust” with Mary Astor, directed by Victor Fleming of    “Gone With The Wind”.  John Ford directed it 21 years later with Grace Kelly in the Mary  Astor part, Ava Garder in the place of Jean Harlow and doing the Clark Gable role…..Clark Gable. They called it “Mogambo.
       8:15 PM- “Hold Your Man”, hard-boiled Jean and con-man Gable.
       10:00 PM- “China Seas”. The Pirate is Wallace Beery.
       11:30 PM- “The Secret Six”. A not-very-good movie.
      1:00 AM- “Saratoga”-  Her last movie. She’s a horse breeders daughter,
 He’s a bookie. Lionel Barrymore is a co-star. I recommend all but one.
        Who’s ready for Shirley Temple? I wasn’t in 1934 when she made “Little Miss Marker”, but I sure am now. A Damon Runyon pen job. Shirley is “security” on an I.O.U., presented to Charles Bickford by Adolph Menjou. This year, I think she was 5, she made 11 pictures, 2 of them features, this one and “Stand Up And Cheer”. These two made her a Top Star. You Will See Why when you see this. The following year she made 4 movies and each year after, 2 and 3. Her paycheck went up considerably and by 1936 she was number ONE in nationwide popularity and the top Gro$$er of/at all Hollywood Studios. “Little Miss Marker” with Shirley Temple is on at 7:45 PM (Super Time!) on Wednesday, the 23RD. 
       1942. Some year! The Middle of ‘The Golden Era” in Hollywood. A typical example of “they don’t make movies like that anymore” is “The Big Street” with Super Stars Henry Fonda and Lucille Ball who weren’t Super Stars yet. But they sure were good! See it Wedmesday, March 23RD at 1:30 AM.

       “Someday he’ll come along, the man I love…………” 
    “Embrace me, my sweet embracable you…………”
   “It’s very clear, our love is here to stay, Not for a year, but ever and a day……………”
George did the music, brother Ira wrote all the words.
Those and ‘a hundred more”, much more, are Gershwin songs.
They, and many, MANY more are in “Rhapsody In Blue” at 3 AM (eeeek, time to pre-record), Saturday, March 26TH. I’m sure that by now the sound has been remastered and the picture has been through restoration. I saw it 3 years ago and it sure sounded wonderful. Robert Alda (yeah, Alan’s Dad) and Alexis Smith and Joan Leslie are in this biography (fictionalized, but who cares) of George Gershwin. I remember loving it in 1945 and going from the theater to the M. O’Neal Department Store in downtown Akron and buying a 78 rpm album of 4 records (eight songs)for a dollar-forty-nine. I played them over and over and when my dad told me to tone it down I said, “but he’s the greatest American composer ever”. My Dad said, “No, he’s not, Duke Ellington is”, and I sai----but, that’s another story. 
     Every time I mention “Mildred Pierce” I refer to it as a perfectly crafted movie. Every craftsman who had anything to do with it; camera, sound, costumes, locations, sets,  casting, writers, ACTORS!, they were all at their peak! It’s on Saturday, the 26TH at 5 PM (great time!), but I’m not going to mention it. I am going to mention “Daisy Kenyon”, which follows it at 7 PM (greater time!). Joan Crawford is Daisy. Dana Andrews and Henry Fonda form the other two sides of a triangle and watch for Walter Winchell and Damon Runyon as themselves in The Stork Club scene (See if you can spot John Garfield in there too). Jack Carson and Eve Arden do their best work ever. Otto Preminger directs and he does triangles real good, gets your stomach all queezy, Otto frightens you for all concerned.Now it’s 9 O’clock and Joan Crawford is in “This Woman Is Dangerous”, same day, then, at 11, “Goodbye My Fancy”, then, “The Damned Don’t Cry. Great stuff; you could be up til 4 AM with Joan Crawford. Worse things could happen.
     “No Highway In The Sky” has been on my Ten Favorite Movies list since I saw it in 1951. I haven’t seen it since, although it was on last month for the first time ever on TCM.  I missed it. Let’s try real hard in March to see it together. It’s on Sunday, the 27th  at 11 AM. Like I said in February (January?),  all three stars are  in bodies and personalities that they don’t usually  occupy. Jimmy Stewart, Marlene Dietrich and Glynis Johns are supremely excellent.  I remember it as being all (made in) English.Yes, Cast, Locations, Marvelously unusual. You will love “movie star/hausfrau” Marlene . Jimmy Stewart is such a wonderful, reluctant “hero”.  And Glynis Johns is just  everlastingly  “cute”. 

       It is immediately followed by “Dear Heart”.  Beautifully directed by Delbert Mann, who came to Holywood to direct “Marty”. Mann has about 65 “Titles” to his credit, mostly TV Movies and TV “Playhouses” (and “Marty on Broadway). He is a master at extracting “ different  “ performances from actors; Glenn Ford in “Dear Heart”, Ernest Borgnine in “Marty”, and, in one of my Top Three All Time Faves, “Separate Tables”, David Niven and Deborah Kerr  and half-a-dozen others in that cast.  Sunday, March  27TH ,  1 PM,  Ford, with Geraldine Page and Angela Lansbury in “Dear Heart”.

        In the late 30’s and  all the 40’s, The Golden Years,  Hollywood  did a yeomans job of making strings of things. Mickey Rooney made more than a dozen “Andy Hardys”,  there were, “Dr. Kildares”, “Boston Blackies”, “Maisies”  and “Torchy Blanes”. And, “Crime Doctors” with Matinee Idol Warner Baxter (“He can soak his sox in my tea any day”, is what my Auntie Adeline would exclaim, with glazed eyes, every time that name came up).  Six “Crime Doctors” on Tuesday, March 29TH . Starting at 7:30 AM, ending at 4 PM. 69-some minutes each.

         At 4:15, same day Lionel Barrymore hosts 1949’s “MGM 25TH Anniversary in which they do a fast and excellant 45  minute sampling of their best productions from year One; make that 1923 through 1948. They were around a lot longer, but this is what is often referred to as filmdom’s Golden Age.

        The day concludes with our last four in which Jean Harlow stars.  “Dinner At Eight”, among them, at 5 PM., with Wallace Beery, Lionel Barrymore,  Marie Dresslar and John Barrymore. It’s 111 minutes and during the 111TH  minute, as everybody marches in for dinner, at eight,.  Marie Dresslar and Jean Harlow do one of the greatest scenes in Movie History.

         “Platinum Blonde” is  this date at 8:30 PM.

 

         

                                                        The End
