TCM Picks, June, ‘2011

 

                               By Johnny Gunn
 

        It’s The Month of Jean Simmons, a lovely and talented lady who spent 25 years making nothing but A-Pictures. You can’t miss with any of the TCM/Simmons lineup each Tuesday this month, starting at 5 PM and ending past midnight. She didn’t start out in B’s and never “graduated” to low-budget-horror stuff. She died last year at the age of 81 and at the top of her game..We’ll get to some of what Miss Simmons gave us on the 7TH, June’s first Tuesday, but first…………
 

          …..on the 1ST , at a good time for an evening at the movies, between 5 and 10 PM. 3 Nazi Film Noirs. William Eythe, FBI, and Signe Hasso in “The House On 92ND Street”. Is that an fn title or not? At 6:45, Rex Harrison , Margaret “the brunette” Lockwood and Paul Henreid in “Night Train To Munich”. At 8:30, Joan Crawford, Fred MacMurray and Conrad Veight in “Above Suspicion”. Super supporters, Felix Bressart, Ludvig Donath, Basil Rathbone, Reginald Owen, Tony Caruso. You haven’t seen this one for many years. Sweet dreams.
 

          Thursday, the 2nd brings “Little Big Man”, an adventure, a comedy, so much! Dustin Hoffman fights alongside General Custer and gets to be 117 years old, Chief Dan George is his usual, wonderful Chief Dan George who either won or was nominated for “Oscar”, Golden Globe, Golden Laurel, Writers Guild and New York Film Critics Awards, Faye Dunaway adds LOTS.
Can you believe this was 40 years ago for all of us? Yes! Because actually, it was Little Big Horn, which was 140 years ago. 10:30 AM on Thursday, the 2ND.
 

        “Sweet Smell Of Success”  is not LIKE any other movie. Somehow, Burt Lancaster makes a lot of movies that can be described that way. No other fictional character is like Elmer Gantry or General James Matoon Scott or “Valdez” or “Birdman” Stroud. Tony Curtis received a Top Male Dramatic Performance Nomination and the rest of the world gave him a Best Foreign Male Actor WIN. It’s on June 3RD at 11:15 AM and you will never again meet a man like Lancaster’s J. J. Hunsecker! Never.
 

          Chapter 11 and the final Chapter 12 of “Buck Rogers are on Saturday morning, the 4TH, at 8 and 8:30. In retrospect, it’s pretty bad. But it IS the final and even if you didn’t see the beginning you’ll find out how it all comes out. 
 

        “Goodby My Fancy”, one of the Joan Crawford Fan’s favorite titles with Robert Young and, a man who won a “A Favorite Male Star who never became a STAR” award, Frank Lovejoy (if you don’t know him now you will when you see him).
Terrible time----7 AM, Sunday, the 5TH. Yeah, terrible time, good movie.
 

        It’s Jean Simmon’s first Tuesday. There’ll be 3 more. At 5 PM we see one of her very earliest, at the age of 17 (She was 81 when she died, last year) she starred with Sir John Mills, Valerie Hobson and Finlay Curie in David Lean’s (and Charles Dicken’s) “Great Expectations”. It’s why Noah Webster invented the word “classic”. June 7th at 5 PM. I’ll tell you this much…the man who financed the young man’s education was - - - - a mysterious benefactor.
       Then, at 7:15, with Sabu and Deborah Kerr, “Black Narcissus”, at 9:15, “Hungry Hill”, about copper mines in Ireland, at 11:15, Simmons is a murder target in “Uncle Silas”, co-starring a world great, Katina Paxinou. “The Way To The Stars” at 1 AM, Sir John Mills, Michael Redgrave and Jean Simmons in a Royal Air Force thing directed by one of Britain’s finest, Anthony Asquith.
 

       On Wednesday, the 8TH at 5 PM, the life and music of Dave Brubeck is chronicled on the occasion of DB’S 90th birthday (last year) by Clint Eastwood. 85 minutes later, live performances and Thelonius Monk family interviews in a documentary on that jazz legend, followed at 8:15 by “Eastwood After Hours: Live At Carnegie Hall, a concert tribute to Eastwood’s films and music, featuring many outstanding jazz names you know and their friend, Clint. 
          At 10:15, Eastwood directed “Bird”, sax great Charlie Parker with Forest Whitaker. Note the great performance by somebody you may not have ever heard of. Diane Venora.
 

          I’ve not talked about this one in the past. I haven’t seen it. I heard not-so-good things about it….but now have lots of doubts. It Must Be Worth A Look! “The Pirate”. The cast is tops; Judy Garland, Gene Kelly and Gladys Cooper (The Mother in “Separate Tables” and “Now Voyager”, ‘enry ‘iggins mother in “My Fair Lady”). The Director is the best; Vincente Minnelli. It’s a top DVD-seller. Lena Horne’s husband, Lennie Hayton was nominated for an Oscar for Best Music. I think that’s a few good reasons to see “The Pirate” at 8:15 AM on June 10TH, or, record it. 
 

            Same Day. Here Comes Great Stuff. 5 PM, “I Could Go On Singing”. I’ve raved about this Judy Garland starrer many times. Because it’s the Best Thing Judy Garland Ever Did. Serious acting and thrilling performances. 
          And then, at 7 PM, also June 10TH, “Advise And Consent”. Talk about a cast; Henry Fonda, Charles Laughton, Walter Pidgeon, Franchot Tone, Lew Ayers, Gene Tierney, Burgess Merideth, Peter Lawford, Don Murray, Betty White (a young one), Will Geer, The White House Press 
Correspondents and Photographers play themselves. So does Irv Kupcinet. And, see if you can spot Frank Sinatra.
 

          New serial starts today, Saturday, the 11TH, 8 AM.“Ace Drummond, ace pilot, travels to Mongolia to thwart The Dragon’s efforts to destroy international airways. Well,...? It continues every Saturday morning at 8.
 

     Everybody knew what A.Y.N.O.H.Y.E.B.A.M.O.T.C.P. stood for, starting about 1940 and lasting until long after 1950. During that time, baseless“Fear”allowed for many injustices. A movie at 3 AM, Sunday, the 12TH does a good job of education and enlightenment regarding the phrase, “Are You Now Or Have You Ever Been A Member Of The Communist Party? Henry Fonda’s “The Male Animal”was a very controversial picture in 1942. It stands up today. It’s about a beautiful word. Principle.
 

    A beautiful woman I love can play a shrew better than anybody. Elizabeth Taylor is William Shakespeare’shrew in “The Taming Of The ----“, with Richard Burton (maybe she’s Richard’s shrew). Franco Zeffirelli directs at 7 AM, Sunday, the 12TH. Is she Franco’s shrew? Oscars and Nominations abound! Wait! I know who’s shrew she is. She’s your’s. Fershur she’s mine.
    The  14TH of June. Jean Simmons Tuesday. “So Long At The Fair”. I (you, too?) read this in high school. The Short Story was in a book that also contained “Leinengen Vs. The Ants”, “Message To Garcia” (in Akron we pronounced it Gar-sha) and “The Most Dangerous Game” They were all so good, so different, so thrilling and suspenseful. Dirk Bogard co-stars until he disappears off the face of the earth and ceases to have ever existed. “So Long At The Fair” is on at 6:45 PM. 
          The same day, at 10:15 PM, Jean Simmons is Ophelia to Lawrence Olivier’s “Hamlet”, then, following, at 10:15 PM, with Claude Rains, Vivien Leigh and Stewart Granger, in “Caesar And Cleopatra. All of these from Jean Simmon’s late, five year career in England, before her permanent move to Hollywood for the next twenty years.
          The book generally looked upon as Somerset Maughm’s finest is “Of Human Bondage”. The Modern Library ranks it #80 in their Best 100 Books Of The Twentieth Century. Bette Davis’s portrayal of his central character in 1934 is popularly considered the best “Mildred” ever, of the many times it’s been filmed and staged. Somerset Maughm, however said that Eleanor Parker’s Mildred in 1946 was the Mildred he wrote. That one is on Friday, the 17TH…you’ll have to record or get up early. It’s on at 5:45 AM. Paul Henreid does the Leslie Howard part and it is a very good movie; you won’t regret the effort.
          Saturday, the 18TH , brings Frank Sinatra’s “The Man With The Golden Arm”, a nightmare of drug addiction. Kim Novak and Eleanor Parker co-star. This is a super production, FS was nominated for an Oscar. So was Elmer Bernstein for the score. Otto Preminger directed. Good in every way. It was 1955. One of Frank’s favorite hangouts those days was a very nice, little Italian restaurant, in Hollywood, on Yucca between Highland and McCadden called “The Golden Coq” (french for rooster). In fact, he gave some serious consideration to buying the place but after thinking about it some more, decided against it. Somebody asked him ‘How come?’ His answer, so the story goes, was, “I don’t mind being referred to as “The man with the golden arm”, but I don’t want to be known as the man with the golde-----‘ never mind.
    Charles Boyer was a superb actor, a remarkable man, a loving father, a good friend, more. He garnered 5 “Oscar” naminations, for “Gaslight”, “Conquest, “Fanny” and others. He won Golden Globes, Laurels, Emmies, NY Film Critics awards and on & on it goes. One of his first notables in the U.S. was “Algiers”, with Hedy Lamarr. He plays Pepe LeMoco, a thief who...hmmmmm? I wonder if he really said, “Come wiz me to de Cazz-bahh”? Let’s find out. 3 AM, Saturday, the 18TH.
    The first “Pick” I ever made, I think in October, 2005, was “The Dawn Patrol”, which is on Monday, the 20TH at 7 O’clock in the morning (I promise, I’ll get some better o’clocks for you). Errol Flynn and David Niven are English pilots in France during WW-One, when aces wore goggles and white, silk scarves and  flew in open-cockpits, had dog-fights and did loop-the-loops & had one machine gun that timed bullets to go between spins of the propellor. Basil Rathbone, Donald Crisp and Barry Fitzgerald.
Tuesday, the 23RD and time for Jean Simmons as Ruth Gordon in “The Actress”. Gordon was an early “libber”. She made half her living as an actress, part as a  writer; she wrote things like “Pat & Mike” and “Woman Of The Year” for Tracy & Hepburn with husband Garson Kanin, she directed a little, did 35 leads and feature-roles on Broadway, produced some, and wowed audiences as star of pictures like “Rosemary’s Baby” and “Harold and Maude”. Jean Simmons will wow you and ‘The Actress’, Ruth Gordon, as always, will knock you on your keester; 5 PM.           Same day, at 6:45 PM, angel-face Jean Simmons is no angel-face in “Angel Face”. She offs people for profit. Robert Mitchum is excellent. After that Jean Simmons does lots of good stuff, all night, until 9 AM tomorrow morning, including “Young Bess”, “Guys And Dolls”, “A Bullet Is Waiting”, “Affair With A Stranger” and “Footsteps In The Fog.
     A lady who did Yeoman’s Duty in Hollywood for 50 years and never let down a co-star, a director or a fan was Jane Greer. You’ll know her when you see her, in 6 of her best, Saturday night, the 25th, between 5 PM and Sunday at 2:30 AM. Three of them are film noir and you know how we all love film noir; at 5 PM, “Out Of The Past”, Mitchum and Kirk Douglas, “The Big Steal” with Mitchum at 7 PM, “The Company She Keeps” with she-can-soak-her-sox-in-my-tea-any-day-Lizbeth Scott and Dennis O’Keefe & 3 more thrillers. All with Jane Greer. Some day they’ll do Jane Greer Month.
     The Doris Day of the Month is “The Lullaby Of Broadway”, the Hit Parade and Ballyhoo, the rattle of the taxis, sleep tight Baby, the milkman’s on his way. Sunday morning, the 26TH at 7 AM. 12 hours later, at 7 PM, Fred Astaire and Cyd Charrice in “Band Wagon, director, Vincente Minelli. Now, THIS is Dancing With The Stars!
          Giant Titles, one right after the other, for Tuesday, June 28TH. Starting at 7 AM; “The Big Sleep”, Bogie; “The Killers”, Lancaster; “The Postman Always Rings Twice”, Garfield; at 1 PM, “The Strange Love of Martha Ivers”, Stanwyck; “Home Before Dark”, Simmons, at 5PM; “Elmer Gantry”, Lancaster AND Simmons, 7:30.
 

                                The End
johnny-gunn@att.net  if anybody has requests, suggestions, corrections, YOUR Picks or your “picky-picks” (Thanks Don S. for your “Robert Alda wasn’t the best Cole Porter….” Right, Don, he was the best George Gershwin.)
