TCM Picks, January, ‘12

 

                           by  Johnny Gunn
 

 

Angela Lansbury Month! She may have the most overcrowded Trophy Room in Hollywood. She signed with MGM as a teen-ager and won the Academy Award for her first picture (Gaslight). She’s made 51 titles on the big-sscreen and done 48 TV titles (which didn’t include 264 episodes of “Murder She Wrote”) for which she aquired 12 Emmy Nominations; starred on Broadway numerous times and picked up 4 Tonys in 16 years and is currently doing a revival of Noel Coward’s “Blithe Spirit”.  Angela is an author, mother of two, married to Peter Shaw from 1950 until his death in ’03, has played romantic leads and super-villains and is currently in pre-production on a 2012 release of “Adaline”. Watch for it. She’s 86. (2 months older than me
 

          That’s the good news. Here’s the bad; My first pick for the new year is totally cheerless, void of hope, and holds no promise of a moment that will add to the plus side of your lifes balance sheet. Everybody should see this one. Noon, on New Years Day brings you Truman Capote’s “ In Cold Blood”. It’s real. Unadulterated truth. It happened. Four Academy Nominations; Richard Brooks for Screenplay and Director, Conrad Hall’s Cinematography and Quincy Jones’s Music. John Forsythe is stoically commendable.
 

          A fairytale on Monday the second. Or not; you decide. Jennifer Jones as “Jennie”. Ethel Barrymore is magnificent, as usual. Joseph Cotton carries at least two, maybe three, stories. Actually it’s “A Portrait Of Jennie”, at 5 PM. The song was a hit for Nat King Cole in 1948, it’s a classic “evergreen”, favored by many jazz musicians, but is never heard in the film.
 

       Angela Lansbury’s first Wednesday, on January 4th. She start’s at 5 PM with “Gaslight”, starring Ingrid Bergman and Charles Boyer. At 9:15, same day, she’s in, and nominated for her second ‘oscar’, for her 3rd motion picture role in “The Picture of Dorian Gray”,  with Hurd Hatfield and George Sanders.
 

       Jack Car4diffe is one of the best-ever Cinematographers (“The Red Shoes”, The Prince and The Showgirl” (Olivier & Marilyn), “Pandora and The Flying Dutchman” (Ava G. & J. Mason). On Jan. 5th at 8 PM, see 86 thoroughly entertaining minutes of “The Life and Work of Jack Cardiffe. Martin Scorsese, Kirk Douglas. Lauren Bacall, Charlton Heston and Moira Shearer contribute.
 

        It’s a thriller. Friday, the 6th. Orson Welles, a Nazi, Edward G. Robinson, a federal cop, Loretta Young, a lovable, small town, innocent beauty.  A belfry,  some woods,  dark nights, high places, evil, dogged determination, all play a role in the shocking outcome in the last minute, of “The Stranger”.  Film Noir?
 

          One of the prettiest human beings to grace this planet was Betty Grable, the number one Pinup during The War  is in three pictures in a row Friday evening, the 6TH. At 5 PM, “Pigskin Parade”, with Jack Haley (the Tinman) and Judy Garland, “A Yank In The R.A.F.” at 7, with Tyrone Power and “My Blue Heaven” with Dan Dailey at 9. Nice Night:  5 hours and 37 minutes of happy endings & happy landings.  You’ll be asleep before 11.
 

             James L. Brooks is Guest Programmer with 4 movies and 1 “short”. Brooks gave us TV’s “The Mary Tyler Moore Show”, “Taxi” and “The Simpson’s”. He won three Oscars for “Terms Of Endearment”. He wrote it, produced and directed. On the 10TH of January, at 5 PM, you can see, for the first time ever, unless you caught it in 1953 on TV’s “Show of Shows” with Syd Caesar, Howie Morris and Carl Reiner,  an 11 minute episode Brooks says, “is the funniest thing I’ve ever seen”. Ever? I think we better see it.
            As Guest Programmer his favorites, immediately following, are, “My Favorite Year” with Peter O’Toole, “Dr. Strangelove” w/ Peter Sellers, “Network” w/ Wm. Holden, Faye Dunaway and Peter Finch and “Prince Of The City” w/Treat Williams and Jerry Orbach (Lennie Briscoe?), at 5:15, 7, 8:45 and 11 PM.
 

          Jack Cardiff’s restored “The Red Shoes” (it’s time; they shot it 65 years ago) with enhanced color, picture definition and sound, starring Moira Shearer, Anton Walbrook and Marius Goring , at 11:30 PM, Thursday, January the 12Th. .
          
          Three Abbott & Costello’s on  Sunday, the 15th, at 5 PM, 6:30 and 8. They “…Meet Frankenstein”, “…Meet The Invisible Man” and “…Meet The Mummy”. Hey, bonus; Dracula is in the First one.
          
          Martin Scorsese, in TCM’s monthly program guide, “Now Playing”, recommends “Diary Of A Chambermaid” with Paulette Goddard, Burgess Merideth (who did the screenplay) and Hurd Hatfield, directed by Jean Renoir, son of famed Impressionist, Pierre Auguste Renoir, whose paintings he evoked by “time-shifting” the period, the look,colors, the locations….10:30 PM, Tuesday, the 17TH.
 

     “The Taking Of Pelham One Two Three”. They did it recently with Denzel Washington and John Travolta. Not a bad try…but nothing like the Walter Mathau/Robert Shaw effort in ’74.  The passengers of a N.Y. Subway are held for ransom. A Thriller. 9 Pm, Friday, the 20th.
            “3:10 To Yuma” is another original (50 YEARS OLD) that was remade recently and didn’t come up to the one that’s on at 1 PM the 21st. Van Heflin and Glenn Ford do the original on TCM. Russell Crowe & Christian Bale were OK last year.
            Hey, I’m an old guy. Whattayathink? Old guys don’t rule….but they should. Let me know….. johnny-gunn@att.net   (don’t forget the hyphen).
 

            A streetwalker dreams of a better life. An innocent, experienced streetwalker, Giuletta Masina (Mrs.  Federico Felini).  She stars, he directs.
“Nights of Cabiria” is #21, #18 and #5 on various Best Ever Lists of 100. 
That’s pretty good. As is “Nights Of Cabiria” at 11 PM, Sunday, the 22nd.
            
          Wednesday, the 25TH, 5 PM brings 57 minutes of “Private Screenings: Angela Lansbury”, a fascinating chat between Angela and Robert Osborne. It’s followed by the film of her Broadway hit “Sweeney Todd, Demon Barber Of Fleet Street” the real life hero who dropped those who sat in his hair-clipping chair onto a bed of spikes and were made into meat pies by “Mrs. Lovett”.
 

          Kurasawa’s “Seven Samarai” was made into “The Magnificent Seven” in 1960. Four years later they went for it again. Not quite the smash hit this time, but “The Outrage” with Paul Newman, Clair Bloom and Edward G. Robinson is a fine motion picture.  It’s directed by Martin Ritt. A Mexican bandit’s crimes receive four wildly different interpretations. In Japan it was “Rashomon”. Thursday, the 26TH at 1 PM.
 

      John Galsworthy, who won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1932 was done by ‘the movies” at least half a dozen times. And twice by Hollywood (“That Forsyte Woman”) He was prolific; 20 or 30 novels and much more. On Friday, the 27TH, we’re treated to James Whale’s direction of “One More River” (also Galsworthy) with Frank Lawton and Mrs. Patrick Campbell (now there’s a name for you) who said, “It doesn’t matter what you do in the bedroom as long as you don’t do it in the street and frighten the horses. ”. It’s a TCM Premiere.
 

        Two more ‘Premiere’s; “The D.I.” and “.30”, short titles by the man of few word’s, Director-Producer Jack Webb (“Sgt. Friday” of “Dragnet”), 5 and 7 PM. Laugh AT here and there if you must but Jack Webb’s Good Guy is never misunderstood. Watch his Newspaper Editor in “.30”. Webb stars in both. He knows what he’s doing. He’s the consummate professional. He shot “The D.I. in less than 4 weeks in between episodes of Dragnet. Marines say it’s the best, realest DI ever, He IS a classic if ever there was one, and always will be. Both areTCM Premieres.
 

                                        The End
