TCM Picks for FEB 2012
 

                     By  Johnny Gunn
 

 

February 26th is a Sunday, Academy Awards Night! The 84TH time it’s happened. This month Turner Classic Movies has 348 Oscar Winners scheduled for you to choose from. Which one do you want to see? Which “Oscar” did it win? Best performance, best music, set, cinematography, direction, each an art form, a subject of great curiosity, worth watching. 
My single guide in “picking” one picture over 20 others is the reason I started this column 7 years ago---for my granddaughter who was a 19-year old film student, and other “young people” (you?) who were largely exposed to the blockbusters of today with multi-million dollars of investment in SFX, Noise and Mumbling. With that, we enter into TCM’s  annual “31 Days Of Oscar” in this, the 28-days of February. How can they DO that? We’ll see. 
 

          “Happy New Year”, which got a Nomination for Best Makeup, and you’ll see why, is on February 1st at 1 PM. Who can be more delightful than Peter Falk (we lost him last year---he made this almost 25 years ago) and Charles Durning. They’re a couple of senior jewel-thieves. There’s an old lady in this one who pulls the wool over your eyes…completely! The man with 3rd billing, Claude Lelouch, was the director of the French version, made 15 years earlier.
 

          February 4th. The British Academy Award went to “The Fallen Idol” for Best Picture of 1948 and the American Oscar voters nominated it for Best Director and Screenplay. The Golden Globe in England gave it Best Foreign (USA) Film, the National Board of Review gave Ralph Richardson Best Actor and another Winner was writer Graham Green at The Venice Film Festival. A neglected child thinks the servant (RR), whom he idolizes, has committed a murder. 5:30 AM (all times, Pacific).
 

On Sunday, the 5th, at 1:45 and 3:15 PM, “The Lavender Hill Mob” and “The Ladykillers”, both with winner Alec Guiness. 
Then, at 2:15 AM, Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor and Margaret Rutherford (Eest Supporting and Golden Globe) in “The V.I.P.’s” with a planeload of fogged-in passengers. It’s exact;ly 2 hours and worth every minute. NOTE: Dame Maggie Smith, dontcha just lov’er, in 1963 got The Golden Globe for Most Promising Newcomer. It worked: she’s won two Academy Award “Oscars” since then.
 

At 715 PM, Tuesday, the 7TH, ‘Judgment At Nuremberg” in 1961. Spencer Tracy, indisputably, the lead. Was nominated for Best Actor. If you don’t think that’s just a hair away from a WIN, just look at the five people who are nominated  How does one of them beat the rest. Abby Mann won for Best Screenplay. So did Maximillian Schell for Best Male Supporting. Other nominations; Montgomery Clift, Judy Garland, Stanley Kramer, Editing, Cinematography, Costume Design, Art Direction. Golden Laurels went to Garland, Schell & Clift. And there were more including Abby Mann for BEST PICTURE. This is the ONE to see this month if you just see one. It’s the trial, in Berlin, of the Nazi War Criminals. Surprisingly fine performances from Richard Widmark, Burt Lancaster and Marlene Dietrich.
 

       Maybe it’s just a personal affinity, but Jack Webb never ceases to amaze
 me. In “:30”, in “The D.I.”, of course, “Dragnet” and as Pete Kelly in “Pete Kelly’s Blues”. He has small budget’s. no sets, locations that are already there, writes his own stuff, directs and shortcuts everywhere. Two Nominations for  the “Blues”; Peggy Lee for Best Supporting and Dick Cathcart  (trumpet) for Music. This one is on Thursday, Feb. 9 at 9:15 A.M. Jack Webb produced and acted, not because of a big head….Jack Webb always had “something to say!
All the musicians you see are the real thing…..except one, Cathcart blows off-stage; Webb fakes it.
 

            “There are no illegitimate children, only illegitimate parents” is just one of the great moments in “Blossoms In The Dust “, starring Greer Garson, who takes her character through 50 years (and many makeup applications) of heart-tugging child advocacy. She was Nominated Best Actress of 1941. The picture received a nod for Best Picture and Best Cinematography. It won the “Oscar” for Art Direction. It’s a beautiful movie. On at 5:30 AM Friday, the 10TH. If Garson’s in it, Walter Pidgeon must be. It’s a true story.
 

            Saturday, the 11TH at 9:15 PM, what may be my absolute favorite nail-biter, “Three Days Of The Condor”. I will be watching. I haven’t seen it for 3 years and that’s too long. Robert Redford, Faye Dunaway, Cliff Robertson and Max von Sydow, plus the entire CIA. It’s directed by Sydney Pollack and is an International Award Winner 9 Ways. 
 

            “Never On Sunday” with, seriously, the most beautiful member of The Greek Parliament EVER, (and, she was a Cabinet Minister for 8 years) is on at midnight, Monday, the 13TH.What Melina Mercouri won’t do on the Sabbath, I couldn’t say.  Between Jules Dassin, Co-star and Director and Miss Mercouri they capture two international Award Wins and two more nominations. It’s a Romp and a Delight. Midnight. 
            We don’t get on the subject of World Class Greek Beauties very often. Since we’re here and it all happens on the same evening, at 5 PM, (you do like corruption and assassination, right?), see Irene Pappas in “Z”.
 

            Helena Bonham Carter’s name is there every time there’s a major awards story printed. She has  a Best Supporting Actress for “The Kings Speech” from the British Academy Awards, she has 2 Nominations from the Hollywood Academy, 6 Nominations from the Golden Globe Gang, and 38 nominations in all.  This isn’t official but can anybody beat that?
Her performances are worth seeing every time, I mean, for a one-time winner. Give her a try July 14TH at 9:15 PM in the James Ivory directed “Room With A View”.
            
            Hey Pugia! You gonna be up all night on the 16TH? I mean, you’re gonna be up for “Mogambo”/Gable and the 1931 “Trader Horn” with young Harry Carey. You might as well hang in for “King Soloman’s Mines” with Stewart Granger and Deborah Kerr at 4;15 am.  You sure can pick ‘em. It was Nominated for Best Picture “Oscar”. It WON for almost two hours of magnificent Cinematography.  It won The Golden Globe for  the same. It even won the Academy Award for Editing. You can sleep all day tomorrow.
 

            Remember, February is TCM’s “31 Days Of Oscar”. One picture received 38 Wins and Nominations (one of them for Best Cinematography
And it was Black & White), “The Defiant Ones”, Both Sydney Poitier and Tony Curtis scored in Best Actor, over & over. It got Best Picture nods, Writing, Supporting, Director and more. 38! From The Directors Guild, N.Y. Film Critics, Golden Globes, Academy Awards, Writers Guild, Golden Laurels and The British Academy. Good Movie, folks.  Friday the 17th at 11:30 AM.   
 

            Saturday, the 18TH at 7:30 PM, my other favorite  “edge-of-your-seat”, “nail-biter”,  “The Day Of The Jackal”. All French and English with Edward Fox as the coolest, most likable assassin ever to come down the pike. 
 

        “An American In Paris”, Gene Kelly, Leslie Caron, Oscar Levant, Nina Foch. If you’ve never seen it, See It! If you haven’t seen in the last 3 years (it was made over 60 years ago), you’ll see it again For The First Time. This one is AA-One, One! Director Vincent Minelli built and worked on 44 Sets! And what a Great Time, 12:30 Noon, Sunday, the 19th. A Splendid Motion Picture.
 

      In Awards, make it 4 “Oscars”, 11 other Wins and 20 Nominations; for “All The Presidents Men”, on Wednesday, the 22nd at 9:15 PM. Robert Redford and Dustin Hoffman. It’s The Watergate Story, “Deepthrat” and Nixon Rsignation, plus The Wahington Post, Editor Ben Bradley (for which Jason Robards won the “Oscar”) and 2 hours and 10 minutes of Truth is Stranger Than Fiction.
 

        Ed Norton (the sewer guy) (Art Carney) Has done something that hasn’t been done in a long time. A Long Time.
Here we are on the 25TH  day of February and Nobody Else Has Won The Acadamy Award AND The Golden Globe……one or the other, but not both. Art Carney is The Man! And Tonto is The Cat! You (and I) better try hard to see this one. It’s at 10 PM. Incidently, Tonto had two stand-ins for the grueling “hurry up and wait” shooting schedule. He never required either one of them.
 

How about this. “The Strip”, from 1951. Starring Mickey Rooney as a jazz drummer. Again, no stand-in. It’s a B-picture. Sally Forrest is the co-star. William Demarest gets 3rd billing. It’s Academy Award is for Best Song, “A Kiss To Build A Dream On”. It’s going to be worth it just to hear that beautiful song again. It’s probably repeated as the theme of “The Strip”. Louis Armstrong, Vic Damone, Earle “Fatha” Hines and Jack Teagarden are Themselves. Lots of great music.  Record it. It’s at 2:15 AM, Saturday, the 25th.
 

      On Monday, the 27TH ,1997’s “Good Will Hunting”, which garners 17 Wins and 35 Nominations, with Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, Robin Williams and Minnie Driver, who get almost all of them. That totals 52 but it’s really only about 35 when you consider that they got a lot as a team…that is, one award for two writers, At any rate, it’s “oughtta sight”, it’s “off the curve”, it may never happen again. It’s unbelievable. It’s a very fine work of art. It’s at 11 PM.
 

                              The End   
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