TCM Picks, Aug., 2011

 

                        By   Johnny Gunn
 

 

          Every twelve months we get “ Summer Under The Stars” from Turner Classic Movies. This August, each day of the month, we get 24 hours devoted  to some 12 to 16 films featuring One Star, Pick a date, any date…..6? Ok, on the 6th of the month Lucille Ball stars in 13 pictures, all made in the 1930’s and ‘40’s, long before “I Love Lucy” & all but one before Desi. Some were musicals, some were mysteries, others film noir(sorry, “Dark Corner” not on in Aug), comedies, drama….well…. this subject continued in paragraph 6.
 

        On Monday, the 1ST, it’s a full day of Brando.; early stuff, like “The Wild One” at 5 PM and “Julius Caesar” at 5:15 AM,, to 1980’s, post-Godfather, “The Formula” at 1 AM. The 2ND,“Streetcar”, “Waterfront”, “Teahouse” and half-a-dozen more.
 

          Paulette Goddard reigns on Tuesday, the 2ND. One big success was with Bob Hope in “Nothing But The Truth” at 7:30 AM. Another, at 5 PM, co-starring husband Charlie Chaplain, who wrote and directed, “The Great Dictator. She’s one of “Hollywood’s Golden Years” great beauties, all day long. And forever.
 

Do you love what Bette Davis does? Try to record on Wednesday, the 3RD , at 5 AM, “Stardust: The Bette Davis Story”; it’s not Public Relations, it’s an original TCM documentary that tells a fine, true tale. It’s followed by one of her most popular, best loved portrayals, “Now Voyager”, at 6 AM (record straight through til 8). She did leads from 1930 til 1990 (yes, that’s 60 years); want to see her at 23 years of age? See “20,000 Years In Sing-Sing”, with Spencer Tracy at 8:45 AM. 8 PM brings an A+, heart-rending “The Corn Is Green”.
 

          Thursday, the 4TH, it’s Ronald Colman in 13 titles, including some famous ones; “Lost Horizon” at 10:45 PM,  a silent from 1926 (He was 35, I wasn’t 1 yet), “”Kiki” with Norma Talmadge at  8:30 AM and at 1:15, 3:15, 5:00 and 7:15, in order, “Arrowsmith” with Helen Hayes, “The Prisoner Of Zenda”, “A Tale Of Two Cities” and the star in his and Greer Garson’s crowns, “Random Harvest”.
 

            The first “method actor”, the man who gave method acting a good name, John Garfield, arrives years before James Dean, Al Pacino and Marlon Brando who (in my single man’s opinion), took “method noisily and, rudely overboard. Garfield, subtle and polite, at 23, made his ffirst picture, “Four Daughters” and was a Star! Sadly, it’s on at 3 AM (YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO), the 5TH.. Turn the TV on at any time Friday. He only made a dozen movies. He died young. A good one is “The Postman Always Rings Twice”, 5 PM, immenantly superior to one you may have seen, made a couple years ago. My number one recommendation is to see him inter-act with Shelly Winters (also a fine method graduate) at 11 PM in “He Ran All The Way”.
 

          Lucille Ball, all day Saturday, the 6TH, beautiful in “Du Barry Was A Lady” a 3 AM. Serious, with Spencer Tracy, in “ Without Love” at 6:30 AM. Havoc-wreaking at 1:30 PM in “Best Foot Forward” with June Allyson. Contributing, uniquely (to Film Noir) in “Lured” at 10:30 PM with George Sanders and Boris Karloff? (LIZ;NOTE)
 

Sunday, the 7TH, see Charles Laughton in “Sidewalks Of London” at 7:45 AM
Monday, the 8TH, see Orson Welles in “The Stranger” at 10:30 AM. Goo-ood
Thursday, the 11TH, Ben Johnson with Steve McQueen, “Junior Bonner”,3PM
Friday, the 12TH, all day, Claudette Colbert, Saturday, James Stewart all day
 

Ann Dvorack, Tue, 9TH:: Shirley Maclaine, Wed, 10Th:  Ralph Bellamy, Sun, 14
Lon Chaney, Mon, 15:   Humphrey Bogart, just stay up for 24 hours. Thur 17
Jean Gabin:  Fri, 19TH,  Debbie Reynolds   
 

Joanne Woodward, Tuesday the 16TH, one of my Ten Best Actresses, you choose between “Signpost To Murder” with Edward Mulhare , followed by “A Big Hand For The Little Lady” with Henry Fonda and “A Fine Madness” with Sean Connery , in the morning at 8:30, 10:00 and 11:45.  In the PM, at 7, 9, 11 and 1(am), “The Sound And The Fury”,  “Rachel, Rachel”, “The Effect Of Gamma Rays On Man-In-The-Moon Marigolds” and “The Drowning Pool” with real-life hubby Paul Newman as Harper.  If you can only see one, see “Rachel”. Or…. maybe “Gamma Rays”……..or “Pool”?
Joanne Woodward is exquisite. 
 

          Montgomery Clift, Saturday, the 20TH. I thought I’d heard of and seen every “Monty” movie made. But, look, there at 8 AM, “The Big Lift” Who can tell? I never heard of it, but I’m watching it. Paul Douglas is in it. Probably “Red River”, too, with John Wayne. And “The Misfits” with Clark Gable and Marilyn Monroe (Gable hangs right in with “methoders” MM and Clift & does a little screaming himself).
 

    You can’t miss on Sunday, the 21ST. CARY GRANT! 
        See his first at age 26, 3 AM, “This Is The Night”
    You can’t miss on Monday, the 22nd. Joan Crawford!
        “The Ultimate Movie Star”, her life in 88 Minutes,
         at 6:30 PM, followed by “Mildred Pierce”(OSCAR!)
 

    Conrad Veidt all day, Tuesday, the 23RD, so good in “A Woman’s Face”, with Joan Crawford & Melvyn Douglas.
    Joan Blondell, Wednesday, the 24TH. Hey. She was 4TH runner-up for Miss America in 1926. She was a Ziegfeld Follies Girl. She made her Broadway debut at 3 years old. She got a Best Supporting nomination for “Cry Havoc” (w/Margaret Sullivan & Ann Southern) in 1943. She goes to work at 3AM and “works” for 24 hours. 
 

    Burt Lancaster’s day this summer, under the stars, is Thursday, the 25TH. “Sweet Smell Of Success” is highly recommended at 9 AM. “Or, “Brute Force”at 1 PM. My Top Pick today, though, is “A Child Is Waiting” He plays a suit and that’s rare. His co-star comes thissssss close to stealing his picture, She’s Judy Garland who is unforgettable and doesn’t even think of singing a note.. John Cassavetes directed. Abby Mann wrote it. Stanley Kramer produced  
 

     Peter Lawford does yeoman’s duty in 13 motion pictures on Wednesday, August 24TH.  YOU know Ben Mankiewicz? Well, Ben picks one of Lawford’s good ones for HIS pick today. It’s “Royal Wedding” with Fred Astaire and Jane Powell. Astaire3 does his famous dance with the hat-n-coat rack. And he dances on the walls. And on the ceiling. I mean, he DOES!! You’ll never spend a better 94 minutes. Alan Jay Lerner wrote the original story and the swcreenplay. Stanley Donen directed. It garnered an Oscar nomination. You won’t waste your time.  Another Lawford/Sinatra/Durante picture today, at 3 PM, is “It Happened In Brooklyn”
(Did you know that Astaire spelled sideways is Sinatra)
(OK, so there’s no “e” in Sinatra. So, there’s no “n” in Astaire. Picky-picky!
 

        Linda Darnell (During WW-II the PIN-UP order was Betty Grable, Rita Hayworth, Linda Darnell: Fact!) is in a couple very much worth seeing on her day, Saturday, the 27TH; “A Letter To Three Wives” (there’s never been another movie with close to this plot) with Ann Southern, Jeanne Craine and Kirk Douglas at 5 PM. And “Hangover Square”, with Laird Cregar and George Sanders at 8:30 PM. 
        I saw this on TCM about 3 months ago, which was 66 YEARS after originally seeing it in Indianapolis while I was waiting for my bus to take me back to Akron from 6 weeks at Camp Atterbury begging them to let me in The Army Air Corps. “What did you do in the war, Daddy? That’s IT!
 

        Sunday, the 28TH.  TCM presents, wonder of wonders, Carole Lombard! You should see about 8 of her movies today…..well, at least 2, to see what a remarkable human she was. She died at 33 in a plane crash in 1942 while setting a War Bond Sales record at over a million dollars in one multi-city tour. She was Mrs. Clark Gable. She made 78 pictures, including many silents. She could out-cuss any sailor or Alcatraz lifer but nobody ever questioned the fact that she WAS a lady. At 10 AM this Sunday, she’s in “Virtue” with Pat O’Brien and MRS. Humphry Bogart, at the time, Mayo Methot,. At 3:15 PM, with Jack Benny in “To Be Or Not To Be”, her last picture. The two that reflect HER are “My Man Godfrey” with William Powell at 5 PM and “Nothing Sacred”, with Fredric March, at 8:30 PM. What the heck, let’s toss in one more, at 10 PM, and very good, Mr. And Mrs. Smith” at 10 PM.
 

        Ann Francis owns Monday. The 29TH  and Howard Keel, the 30TH.
 

August 31ST IS Marlene Dietrich. I fell in love with Marlene Dietrich when she was 72 years old (I was 48. I told my wife. She said, “Good luck.”) Nothing came of it, but I still have occasional palpitations. I was a disc jockey at KING in Seattle and Marlene was touring the Concert Circuit and playing “Caesars Palace” in Vegas in an illusion (see-through) gown with sequins in all the right places. Oh, My Lordy!
        My favorite Marlene’s are “Judgement At Nuremberg”, “Witness For The Prosecution” and “No Highway In The Sky” and “Golden Earrings”. None of them are on this date. Some good material is. 
At 1:45 PM,  “Marlene Dietrich: Her Own Song” , a documentary, directed by her grandson, J. David  Riva, about her artistry and activism that was beneath that glamorous façade. Rosemary Clooney and Burt Bacharach have much to say.
At 10:15 AM, a good little movie called “Stage Fright”. Dietrich isn’t very nice in this one but Jane Wyman is excellent. And Michael Wilding does nice work  and they’re both very likable. I like that in a person. 
“Manpower” with herself, of course, Pat O’Brien and Edward G. Robinson. I remember this as being really neato from when I was 15. I saw it on a Saturday afternoon at The Norka Theater (Akron spelled backwards), just a few hours before ‘Pearl Harbor’  (not the movie, the attack in ’41). I can’t really guarantee it. Maybe you have to be 15.
 

September is Kirk Douglass month. …….’comes a Mensch!    
 

                                                The End
