TCM PICKS/April. 2011

                                      By Johnny Gunn
   Ray Milland Month means that every Tuesday evening, starting at 5 PM we can see  7 or 8 Milland starrers. Or, 1 or 2, you pick ‘em. If you don’t have the entire lineup in “Now Playing”, (the monthly viewers guide to each month’s 450+ TCM movies, $12.95, at P.O. Box 420933, Palm Coast, FL.32142-0933),  you can send for it by mail or telephone 1-800-826-1002. Or, you can go to TCM.com and click on THIS MONTH/SCHEDULE.
  Ray Milland didn’t just sing & dance, like Fred. He didn’t just swashbuckle like Errol or specialize in romantic comedy like Cary; he did it all.  He made over 150 movies; his last at the age of 79, 2 years before his death. His “Oscar” was for “The Lost Weekend”, April 26TH at 5 PM.
On  April 1ST, Friday night, late, at 1 AM (an hour after April Fool’s Day is over), Tom Selleck “stars” in “Daughters Of Satan”. If I told you that he has never been a Movie Star” you might get mad at me. Oh, he’s done “Quigley” and “Sackett” and “3 Men and a Baby”, nicely-nicely, but well over 90% of his on-camera has been for TV, with all due, and great, respect for that remarkable “Jesse Stone”, Magnum, P.I. and his current NY Cop thing. Watch for Jesse Stone: “Innocents Lost” starring Reggie The Dog and Tom sometime in May….comin’ up.

 
            Ever see Boris Karloff, the man? He, like Tom Selleck, was one buff guy. But not at 6 AM, Saturday, the 2nd of April; he’s “Frankenstein’s Monster for 71 minutes. It’s always worth seeing.       
From 5 PM, this same day, until Sunday morning at 0230, Britisher Tom Courtenay does remarkable work in 5 films. “Billy Liar”,  “The Dresser”, “Otley”, “Private Potter” and, see this one at 5 PM, “The Loneliness Of The Long Distance Runner”. At 9 PM,  same night, “The Dresser” got him an Oscar nomination, but Robert Duval copped the Academy big one that year for “Tender Mercies”.  If you’ve never heard of  SIR Tom Courtenay he’ll give you something to talk about the next morning.
 
Her career was just getting started. She was one of the worlds most astonishingly beautiful women. Greer Garson, at 38 years, gets 3rd billing in “When Ladies Meet”, Monday, the 4TH ,  below Robert Taylor and Star, Joan Crawford.  It’s at 3 AM and worth recording for later viewing.  You might as well set your recording to get the following, Greer Garson’s “Mrs. Miniver”. There are so many warm  and heady moments, emotional ups and downs and times that will pull you right out of where you are and into the lives of the Miniver family, their neighbors and friends. I never saw my mother’s eyes light up the way they did during “the war” when her first “Mrs. Miniver Rose” blossomed.
 
From 3 O’clock in the morning , on Tuesday, the 5TH, until 5 PM, Melvyn Douglas goes through 20 years of his career with leading ladies, Faye Wray, Ann Harding, Claudette Colbert, Mary Astor, Irene Dunne & Joan Blondell, He’s a multiple Oscar/Emmy winner, a gentleman and a literal scholar, a Mensch and a Ladies and a Man’s Man. You can’t miss, tuning in any time of day. 
        When he goes off, Ray Milland comes on, with  a great one, with Ginger Rogers, in “A Major And A Minor”, at 5 PM. The quality never dips, Paulette Goddard, Rosalind Russell and Loretta Young, respectively, join him in “The Crystal Ball”, at 7 PM, ”A Woman Of Distinction” at 8:30 and “The Doctor Takes a Wife” at 10 PM. It goes on ‘til after 3 AM. Ray Milland does it all.

 

        “The Americanization of Emily”. Nobody represents The American GI in England (overpaid, oversexed and over here) better than James Garner. Until he falls in love with Julie Andrews who thinks he’s “the most immoral man I ever met”. Paddy Cheyefski(“Marty”) wrote this one. I wish it was on at 7 PM, but it’s NOT; it’s on at 7:15 AM, ugh! But, it’s a must-see (you DO record, don’t you?), on Thursday, the 7TH.  The marvelous music is by Johnny Mandell (“The Shadow of Your Smile”(Sandpiper) & “Being There”). And then……Garner turns into a good guy……….which he really is. See “Private Screenings” immediately following, with Robert Osborne chatting with nice man, James Garner. 9:15 AM. 
        Also today, “The Uninvited”, the most subtle, scary movie ever made. 5 PM, with Ray Milland, Ruth Hussy and Gail Russell.

 

          Clark Gable started making movies in 1941 and reigned until his last of 81 titles, “The Misfits”, in 1961.  Burt Lancaster stared  in his very first of 91 titles with “The Killers”. The two greats met in “ Run Silent, Run Deep”. They clash in a submarine. It’s movie history.  6:15 PM, Saturday, the 9TH.
 
            I think it’s time for Kate and Spence! How can you go wrong when these two opposites attract, in “Woman Of The Year”, Sunday, the 10TH, at 9PM. What a way to start the day; hot coffee and scrambled eggs and hot Hepburn & Tracy. 
 
            “The Moon Is Blue” had an 18 month run on Broadway before it became a hit movie starring Maggie McNamara, William Holden and David Niven.  Ingenue McNamara, Most Promising Newcomer in 1953 was nominated for the Oscar in her first screen-role.  She then made two more films and 5 TV shows and that was that.  She supported herself as a typist in New York when she died at 48. “The Moon Is Blue”,  Sunday, the 10TH  at 5 PM,  was “a little wicked” (lots of smiles, I’m sure you’ll like it) was stamped with a C rating and condemned by The Catholic League of Decency.  It was nominated for a Writers Guild Best and Niven won for Best Actor. Maggie? Suicide. Overdose.
         We’ve been hearing about “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” all our lives. A best seller in its time. An award winner in a dozen categories. The book has made hundreds of best-lists.  The silent film was made in 1927 and is on at 12:30 AM, after midnight, Monday, the 11TH. 2 hours. Better record.

         The 12TH of April is Ray Milland Tuesday. Murder, Mystery, Microfilm, Criminal Skills, Espionage. Ray Milland does it all. Six in a row, starting at 5 PM with “So Evil My Love”, then Grace Kelly & Ray in Dial M For Murder”, a stand-alone, finely honed plot, never another like it. You must pay close attention. You can’t miss a line of dialog, a second of action or a flicker of an eye.
      Fillem Nwaaahhrrr! At 5 PM, Thursday, the 14TH.The good-guy gun-for-hire is Alan Ladd. The bad-guy is Bad Brian Donlevy and their woman in Veronica Lake, who, it’s rumored wore an eye-patch and HAD to wear her hair that way (I made that up). 
     Later, at 8:15, “Stage Door Canteen”, which is not unlike “Hollywood Canteen” of the same year, during WW-II, with a hundred stars in cameos, bits and walk-ons. But, this one (and there really were these two canteens), in New York. It’s much fun and Robert Osborne is so good when he talks about these two and “Glass Key”.
 
     One of Advertisings all-time memorable lines was for the movie, “Adventure, in 1945. No TV then. Just in print, giant letters that said, GABLE’S BACK AND GARSON’S GOT HIM !  About a rough and tumble sailor who marries a librarian. Sadly, it’s at 3 AM, which is an ok time for a sailor and a librarian to get together.
 
       Why does this sound intriguing to me? Is it because I’m a ballet fan. “The Mysterious House Of Dr. C”. Is it because it’s about a man who invents a clockwork girl named Swanilda? It’s at 5 PM on Sunday, the 17TH. Made in “Spain/USA”, hmm, the cast is mostly American, the crew is mostly Spanish. Stars Walter Slezak as Dr. Copelius and Claudia Corday as Swanilda. Hmmmmm. 88 minutes, in color.
 
            I just used the word intriguing, so I won’t say I picked the next one because of it’s intrigu---fascinating cast:Yvonne DeCarlo, George Sanders & Zsa Zsa Gabor. “Death Of A Scoundrel” at 2:30 PM, Monday, the 18TH. Super supporting cast; those faces you love to see,Coleen Gray, Victor Jory, Tom Conway, John Hoyt, & Werner Klemperer. They all want him dead.
 
   “The Uninvited” repeats at 12:45 AM, midnight-plus on Tuesday night/Wednesday morning, the 19TH/20TH.   
 
    “Requiem For A Heavyweight” , with Anthoney Quinn as a character you will never forget, “Mountain” Rivera, who has to go against principal. You wanna be depressed? Don’t miss it. Written by Rod Serling, perhaps his best effort ever.  Jackie Gleason is hateful. Mickey Rooney has a gold statue on his mantel in Thousand Oaks. Boxing fans can see Jack Dempsey, Barney Ross, Willie Pep, Muhamid Ali AND Cassius Clay and Gus Lesnevich.  Everybody can see the rotten, heart-breaking world of boxing; that goes for then, it goes for now. 3:30 PM, Thursday, April 21ST. 
 

              Doris Day, as cute as she is, and as precious as she can be, IS a great performer and a consummate actress.  Especially in “Julie”, which is on  (dammit) in the middle of the night, Friday, the 22nd, at 3:30 AM.  Then comes another “especially; “Love Me Or Leave Me”, with DD and James Cagney at 5:45. Then, “My Dream Is Yours” at 8, Mz. Day and two  of the best support people in the business,  Eve Arden and Jack Carson. 9:45 AM brings “Please Don’t Eat The Daisies” and then My Favorite  Doris Day Movie(is there such a thing?, every one is as good as every other), it’s her first, back in the first half of the last century, 1948.  One of the reasons, again, Jack Carson, ohhh, such 2-people chemistry; another reason is, coincidently, my favorite ever Doris Song, “It’s Magic”, it’s lovely. And there are a couple more…she goes to 5 PM.
 
            They were very important to us sub and pre-teens in the late thirties and early forties; “Cliffhanger” Serials. Dick Tracy, Zorro,  The three Mesquiters, The Phantom Creeps (Bela Lugosi), Ace Drummond, Flash Gordon  AND Buck Rogers, the first 4 chapters of which are on between now and the end of the month (we’ll finish up in May with 5-13. Can You Wait?). Chapter 1,“Tomorrows World” and 2, “”Tragedy On Saturn” will be on Saturday, the 23RD at 8 and 8:30 AM . Buster Crabbe stars. Chapters 3 and 4, next Saturday, same times. If these serial chapters are ever played on any day but Saturday they will self-destruct.
 

          Claire Trevor is the Queen of Film Noir. Or…Audrey Totter? Ooops, maybe Veronica Lake? Ann Savage? No, I’m staying with Trevor. Like she is, with George Raft, in “Johnny Angel”. It’s about revenge.  It’s at 3:30 PM, Tuesday, the 27TH.

 

     The amazing Charles Laughton does four on Wednesday, the 27TH. 10 AM to 5 PM. At 10 ”The Private Life Of Henry VIII”, with Robert Donat and Elsa Lanchester (the real Mrs. Laughton). The Splendid Mr. Laughton , again, at 11:45 AM as the painter,“Rembrandt”, dealing with drink and scandal..both directed by Alexander Korda. Then, “The Hunchback of Notre Dame”(1:15 PM) with an 18 year-old Maureen O’Hara and “Captain Kidd”(3:15).
 
    April 29TH, Friday, brings a charmer, a little dippy at times (Geraldine Page) and sometimes square (Glenn Ford), “Dear Heart”will be remembered way into your future, it certainly was from my past…way past. 1 PM.
 
    Chapters 3 & 4 of Buck Rogers at 8 and 8:30, “The Enemies Stronghold” and “Sky Patrol”,  Saturday, the 30TH. Remember last week Buck was hanging on a fraying rope above a herd of slavering crocodiles while the train was bearing down on him…..

 

                                             The End                                     

